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2. POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS
But the Vichy Government did not stop there. Not content
with having, for ostensibly racial reasons, curtailed the rights of
certain Frenchmen, concern for their own personal protection
led them, on the one hand, to deprive certain authentic Frenchmen
of their nationality, and, on the other, to direct the education of
the young in such a way as to serve a particular policy.
Measures of denationalization are essentially aimed at the
Frenchmen who have joined General de Gaulle. Even admitting
that they were conditioned by the terms of the armistice, none the
less they constitute a flagrant injustice. If the Vichy Government
has the right to organize the judicial suppression of Gaullism,
regarded as an attack upon the unity of French territory (?), if it
has a right to lay down penalties, even severe penalties, it has no
right to decide that a Frenchman is no. longer a Frenchman because
he has a different conception of the national honour from that of
Vichy.
Furthermore, by training the young to accept the idea that
vanquished France is responsible for her defeat, that she must
expiate her shortcomings by suffering and by submitting to the
will and wishes of her conqueror, the Vichy Government is creating
an inferiority complex that will lie heavy on their whole future.
Instead of inspiring them to lift up their heads and revolt against
the caprices of the enemy, it teaches them to cringe and beat their
breasts and proclaim their unworthiness. If it has need of this
expiatory attitude to cover up its policy, it is committing a crime
against the Nation by encouraging it.
3. CONSIDERATIONS OF PUBLICITY
The Vichy Government, finally, in launching out into a policy
of fostering the birth rate was actuated only by a desire to obtain
a low and demagogic publicity. It cost very little, at the present
value of paper money, to be lavish with family allowances, and
to cover itself with the glory of being the first to do something
for the French family.
It did not concern itself to discover whether it had the right to
encourage the birth of children when it was without the means of
feeding them. A policy for increasing the birth rate should not
be set up in a period of hunger and distress, for it is a crime to
bring children into the world who will always be far from robust
through having been under-nourished and without certain essential
means of medical care. Those children can never be anything but
victims, men insufficiently armed for the battle of life.